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the language of the bequest, taking one part with
another, I should imagine that there may have been
something of a revulsion in his mind from teaching
of perhaps too narrow a character, of a kind in which
wide conclusions are drawn from particular expres-
sions ; and that he might not object to an examina-
tion, in their broad features, of some things asserted
on the strength of what professes to be a revelation
made from God to man, so far, at least, as to inquire
whether they so fall in with what our own reason
approves as to receive confirmation thereby.

To begin, then, with the most fundamental pro-
position of all, it is asserted or assumed, in what is
commonly held to be a revelation, that the system of
nature did not come to be what we find it by a sort
of fortuitous concourse of atoms, but was the out-
come of the will of a designing Being. This so falls
in with what man is led to by his natural mental
powers that the idea of a God seems to be pretty
well universal in the human race, cultured and
uncultured nations agreeing in this. I will not,
however, dwell further on this point, for I have gone
into it at some length in the former portion of these
lectures; I merely allude to it here that it may not
be passed wholly by.

The changes which we see taking place in the
inorganic world have, in great measure, been reduced
to order, and shown to be the necessary result of
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